
THE PASSIVE  

Focus 3 – page 98 

 

 Look at the GRAMMAR FOCUS – we have the passive form. The transitive verbs have the passive form 
(those with the object). For the Passive we have: TO BE + V-ed (3) 

I play basket.                                                      Basket is played by me.                           O =S          S=O 

S + V-s + O                                                               S + am/is/are + V-ed-(3) + by + O 

The sentence is in the Simple Present Tense. 

So in the Passive form we have:     am / is / are + V-ed (3) 

We begin with the object (which is now subject in the sentence)  then the verb „to be“ (am/is/are) and 
then the Past Participle of the main verb (V-ed-3). We have „by“ and then the object (the word from the 
active sentence which is subject). We also have to know the Objective Pronouns and the changes: 

I –         me                                  we -       us         The Personal Pronouns are in the function of a subject. 

you –    you                                you -       you       The Objective Pronouns are in the function of an object. 

he –      him                                 they -     them 

She –    her 

it  -        it 

If the sentence is in the Simple Past, then we have: was / were + V-ed (3) 

I played basket.                                          Basket was played by me. 

S + V-ed (2) + O                                            S + was / were + V-ed (3) + by + O 

 (Take the object first, then the past tense of the verb „to be“ then the main verb in the Past Participle 
form, then „by“ and at the end of the sentence in the passive form we take the subject from the active 
sentence, which is now the object of the Passive form. As a subject we can have some noun or pronoun. 

If the Active sentence is in the Present Perfect then we have : have / has + been + V-ed (3) 

I have played basket.                                   Basket has been played by me. 

For the sentence in the Present Continuous Tense we have: am / is / are + being + V-ed (3) 

I am playing basket.                                       Basket is being played by me. 

For the Past Continuous we have: was / were + being + V-ed (3) 

I was playing basket.                                       Basket was being played by me. 

And for the Future Tense we have: will + be + V-ed (3) 



I will play basket.                                              Basket will be played by me. 

 

You don`t have to use the agent in the passives: 

People gave me money for my last birthday. 

We have two objects: money (direct object) and me (indirect object) so we can form two sentences in 
the passive: 

Money was given to me for my last birthday. 

I was given money for my last birthday. 

(we can use the agent „by people“ but we  don`t have to have it in the sentence). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRGLDD0BBdc&t=154s 

 

Page 98, exercise 4 – complete the sentences with the right form of the passive. 

 

These videos can help you understanding the given material. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5T7uQAEIG8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTvD2VGcsEo&t=157s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nkAyggAM1q4&t=34s 
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