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Politics   Crime   The justice system   
Society   Word families 

1 Match 1–4 with a–g to make sentences. There are two 
extra options. 

0 People selling illegal substances are called  g 
1 People who commit crimes are        
2 You must hold your bag tightly because of        
3 People who set fire to buildings are        
4 Stores in town lose goods due to        

 
a arsonists. 
b thieves. 
c victims. 
d shoplifters. 
e online piracy. 
f criminals. 
g drug dealers. 

        /4 

 

2 Complete the sentences with the verbs in the box. 
There are two extra verbs. 

appear break catch collect interview 

 sentence  vandalise 

0 If you are arrested for a crime, you may have to appear in 

court. 
1 Burglars            into people’s houses to steal valuable 

things. 
2 I hope no-one will            the new station building in town. 

It’s really impressive. 
3 The police usually            witnesses to find out what they 

have seen. 
4 Before a case comes to court, police and lawyers have to 

           evidence related to the crime. 

        /4 

 

3 Complete the sentences with suitable words. The 
first letter of each word is given. 

0 If something is i l l e g a l, it means it’s against the law. 
1 There are sometimes cases of m _ _ _ _ _ _ in town; 

people are attacked and then lose their bags. 
2 Look! That new building is already covered in g _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _! 
3 My parents get cross when vandals damage p _ _ _ _ _  

p _ _ _ _ _ _ _ in our town. 
4 After the robbery, the police did a very careful search of 

the c _ _ _ _  s _ _ _ _ . 

        /4 

  

 

4 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the 
words in capitals. 

0 I thought this crime novel was really boring. BORED 
1 The film was all about a plan to            a famous person.

 ASSASSINATION 
2 We haven’t got much time so let’s            so that we can 

visit all the shops we need to. SEPARATION 
3 The police have been very            in cutting car crime in 

our town. EFFECT 

        /3 

 

5 Past perfect 

1 Choose the correct options. 

Tess: 
0
 Have you heard / Had you heard the news? 

1
 

There has been / had been a robbery at the 

museum! Last night someone 
2
 tried / had tried 

to steal a painting. 

Mark: Really?  

Tess: Yes, and it isn’t the first robbery there, either. 

When the staff came back to work after 

Christmas, they found out that someone 
3
 broke 

in / had broken in during the holidays. 

Mark: So 
4
 did they find out / had they found out what 

happened? How did the robbers get in? 

Tess: Well, it seems someone 
5
 forgot / had forgotten 

to switch on the alarm before they went home. 

Mark: Oh dear – that 
6
 was / had been bad! 

Tess: Yes, but then the police discovered that the 

robbers 
7
 didn’t take / hadn’t taken anything. The 

security guard saw them and called the police.     

Mark: Right ... so what about last night? 

Tess: Well, that was different – by the time the police 

arrived, the robbers 
8
 left / had left with the most 

valuable painting in the museum! 

        /8 
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