E Grammar

Past Simple: was/were, could
| can talk about the past with the verbs be

and can.

1 In pairs, look at the photo in text A and answer
the questions. Then read text & and check.
1 Who is the person in the photo?
2 What da you know abourt kim?
3 Whatis be most farmous for?

THE STARS AND 5CHOOL

.l JOHCTY DEPP is a famous
film star now, but what was
he like at school? Was he a
good shedend? School wasnt
a good experiences fior Johnmy.
The problem was that he was
al ovar twenty different schoolks
and often the students weran’t
vary friendly. So school was
often a lonely place for Johnny His two favaurite
things were music and acting. He couldn’t play the
piana, but he could play the guitar. He could also
sing very well and he wasin a band called The Kids.
His dream was o be a musician after school. His
band was successiul, but they couldn™ get a record
deal. Luckilty, Johnny was also a great actor.

E] RRISTEN STEWART i a
famous actress. But when she
"was f wers younger, things
wzan't § weren't always easy.
She *wasnt | werenT hapoy
at high school because she
*could { cowldn't talk o other
kids her age. They Swas [ were
interested in different things
and 5o they *wasn'l / werenT very friendly io her.
They Twere ! weven't often jealows because Kristen
Bcould § cowdn't act really well.

g.ﬂ.ﬂﬂmm“ﬂsa
very famous scientisk. Fraom
an early age, he "was good
at Maths and Science and he
= play the violin well. But
at schoal, he 2 goad
at all subjects. History and
Geography * easy for
him and he = good at foreign Bngusges.
But Einsiein & a genius and scientists are sl
studying his brain to help them understand about
nteligence.

B

2 Read GRAMMAR FOCUS 1 and 2 and complete the examples
with the vers in blue in text A. Then find more examples in
the text.

Past Simple: be
+  [HeSShe 'was a good studsnt.
Vuuﬁ%’ry :_ gnu-:f:l!udenh.
[fHe/She 3, a good student.
YouwWe/They 4 guod students.
* Whetshe a good student ¥
Yo, Mhefche was /MNo, Vhefshe
iR roufee/they good students?
Yes, powiwelthey were SNo, youdeedthey weren't.
What was he good at?
What were they good at?
Note:
* You also use was/wasn't with it 't was lanely for him.

* wasn’t = was not, weren't = were not

Past Simple: can Mote:

= Could is the same for all
persans (I, you, he, she,
if, e, !ﬁz_lf}.

= coukdn't = could not

+  He¥zpuld play the guitar.
- He? play the piano.
7 Could he play the piana?

3 Read text A again and correct the sentences.

1 School was fun for Johnmy.
School wasn't fue fnr__}nhma. It wasn't @ good eXpErLEnCE.
2 The other students were ahways nice.
3 Johnny was always happy.
4 Johnny's favourite things were Maths and History.
5 Johnny eouldn’t sing well
& The band wasn't very successiul.

[ CO-2.38 Read text B and choose the correct options. Then
listen and check.

5 [EEEJwr:d in pairs, complete text C with was/wasn‘t, were/
weren't or could/couldn®t. Then listen and check.

& Complete the questions with was, were or cowld. Then ask and

answer in pairs. Write down the answers.
\When you were at primary schoal:
1 wigre the other students friendly?
2 ____ your teacher nice?
you speak English?
you good at Science?
you understand everything?
you quiet or noisy?
school fun?
you good at sports?
T Tell the class about your partner.
wWinee Ricords was ok 'p.r'i.mnrH cehpol, the sther stidsates
witre frigndly. His teachir was ...
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