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F-mrnfu,ar ‘ ates that were true or happening before a

Me In the past:

Parents got married, they had known each other
years.

ShOrﬂy befOre !t)

Th
© Quests had been waiting in front of the church for forty

m
nutes before the bus picked them up.

Ve hadn‘t been thinking about selling the house, but then we
90t this great offer.

How long had you been watching me before | woke up?
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ey hadn't.

sleeping”

H I/you/he/
| W' had she/it/we/ been sleeping? Who had been sleeping?
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they

Past Perfect S:mple vs Past Perfect Contmuous

. We use the Past Perfect Slmple

' to talk about finished actions: . .
My father had visited his Scomsh relanves twrce before he

finally went to live w:th them.

to talk about states usmg statlve verbs e. g be, have
know, see, believe: ' SEgELers)

| had never seen such a magmﬁcent church before l

visited St Paul’s Cathedral.

¢ We use the Past Perfect Continuous to talk about ac‘uons but
not states. We stress the duratlon of the actlon rather than
the result:
We had been wartmg for three hours when they
finally arrived.






