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Look at page 66 

Read GRAMMAR FOCUS 

Then do the exercise that follows 

  

Defining and Non-defining Relative Clauses  

We use relative clauses to give additional information.   

A Defining relative clauses give essential information to the person or thing we 

are talking about.  

 

There is a girl talking to Tom. You want to know who she is. You’ll ask:  

Do you know the girl who is talking to Tom?  

  

 

They live in the house. The house’s roof is full of holes. We’ll say:  

They live in the house whose roof is full of holes.  

  

*** Commas (,) are not used in defining relative clauses. ***  
The following relative pronouns are used in defining relative clauses.  
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  Person  Thing  Place  Time  Reason  

Subject  who  which/that       

Object  who/whom  which/that where  when  why  

Possessive  whose  whose        

  

  

B  Non-Defining Relative Clauses give additional information, but the 

information can’t help us to identify the person of thing we are talking about. 

The clauses are put in commas.  

  

Compare:  

  

The Elephant that loves alligators is very unusual. (This tells us which elephant 

we are talking about.)  

  

  
information about elephant)  

  

Relative pronouns in non-defining clauses  

  Person  Thing  Place  

Subject  who  which    

Object  who/whom  which  where  

Possessive  whose      

 

  

Elephants,  which are large and grey , can be found in zoo.  ( This gives us extra  
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Exercise 1  

Fill in the correct relative pronoun (who / which).  

1. This is the bank                 was robbed yesterday.   

2. The man                 robbed the bank had two guns.   

3. He wore a mask                 made him look like Mickey Mouse.   

4. He came with a friend                 waited outside in the car.   

5. The woman                 gave him the money was young.   

6. The bag                 contained the money was yellow.   

7. The people                 were in the bank were very frightened.   

8. The car                 the bank robbers escaped in was orange.   

9. The man                 drove the car was nervous.    

  
 

  

 

  


